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"What's that you say? You want more village growth? Well be careful where you stand, because the

Mist Village just took a viagra-cialis sandwich and there is a stiff breeze blowing! (I can make some

more references if you're still not getting the point... did you see what I did there?)Welcome back my

friends! Welcome back... to THE LAND!!!
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Adaptations

As any gamer knows, sometimes you have to just grind to advance. This is one of my favorite series

and this book represents the leveling part of character development. The basic story line is that

Richter has to grow as a leader, he has a town to look after and doesn't have the experience/skills

to go with the position. The answer is to grind: lead groups on dungeon crawls and get everyone

leveled up to your benefit. the action moves quickly and there are very few slow sections on game

mechanics. I did have a few quibbles:- Although I liked the Richter POV as easy to follow, the

supporting characters didn't get the attention they needed from the grinding. The level growth and

interrelationships were inadequately explored. The village is only as strong as the leadership team



and I thought more time should have been invested in ensemble character development. It may

have slowed the pace of the book though so I should be careful of what I wish for.- Lots of Frat boy

dialogue. I am sure that in RL, there would be some but given the mixed ages of the characters

involved (not everyone there is a 20 yo hormone factory). I hope it is an aberration and the banter

moves to a more adult level in the rest of the series. I don't want it to go away, just not have a

steady diet of it.- Richter's leadership didn't show the growth I would have expected. He did grow

leadership levels in the game but didn't demonstrate growth as a leader as a l would have expected

for the story arc. His inner dialogue was pretty consistent first to last. He did identify some lessons

learned but not as much in the way of changed behavior. The transition from one of the boys to a

true leader didn't happen. Too much relies on his direct involvement (which may also be a constraint

of the story construct).
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